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Annotation: Developing reading skills in EFL classes can be facilitated through
the use of annotation techniques. Annotation involves actively engaging with the text
by making notes, underlining key points, highlighting important information, and
adding personal comments and questions in the margins.
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Developing reading skills in English as a foreign language (EFL) classes requires
a combination of effective methods to engage students and improve their reading
comprehension. Here are some techniques you can use:

Pre-reading activities: Activate students' prior knowledge and develop
anticipation by introducing the topic, reflecting on relevant vocabulary, or asking
questions. This helps create a purpose for reading and creates interest.

Prediction: Ask students to identify titles, headings, or visuals. This not only
encourages critical thinking, but also prepares them to actively search for information
while reading.

Skimming and Scanning: Teach students to skim (quickly read the main idea) and
scan (look for specific information) to improve reading speed and efficiency. Provide
practice exercises and guide them to identify keywords and use contextual clues.

Vocabulary Development: Introduce and identify key vocabulary words before
reading. Help students understand word meanings through context and give them
opportunities to use new words in different contexts. Vocabulary games, flashcards,
and word association activities can also be helpful.

Reading for Main and Details: Teach students to read for main idea (meaning)
and specific details. After you read, ask comprehension questions that require you to
recall information, infer meaning, or analyze the text.

Analyzing Text Structure: Teach students to recognize or compare and contrast
different text structures such as cause and effect, problem and solution. Understanding
the organizational structure of a text helps readers follow the flow of ideas and aids
comprehension.
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Note: Guide students to take notes as they read, highlight main points, and
summarize information. This will help them develop critical thinking and
organizational skills, as well as strengthen understanding.

Post-Reading Discussions: Engage students in discussions about the text,
encouraging them to express their opinions, share their understanding, and relate the
content to their own experiences. It promotes critical thinking, cultural awareness and
language development.

Extensive reading: Encourage students to read extensively outside the classroom,
such as using a variety of reading materials such as graded readers, newspapers,
magazines, and online articles. It helps develop reading fluency, expand vocabulary,
and foster a love of reading.

Authentic Materials: Include original materials such as original texts, news
articles, or excerpts from books to expose students to real English usage. This forces
them to deal with their original language characteristics and cultural perspectives.

Graphic organizers: Implement graphic organizers such as mind maps, concept
maps, or story maps to visually organize information from the reading. These tools
help students comprehend the main ideas, relationships between concepts, and the
overall structure of the text.

Close reading: Teach students to read the text multiple times, focusing on different
aspects each time. For example, the first read can be for general understanding, the
second for vocabulary, and the third for analyzing the author's tone or purpose. This
deepens comprehension and encourages critical thinking.

Peer collaboration: Foster collaborative learning by pairing or grouping students
to read and discuss texts together. They can take turns summarizing sections, asking
questions, or explaining difficult concepts to each other. This promotes active
engagement and provides opportunities for peer support.

Authentic tasks: Design reading activities that simulate real-life situations, such
as reading and responding to emails, writing a summary or review, or participating in
a book club discussion. These tasks connect reading to practical communication skills
and motivate students to engage with the text.

Differentiated instruction: Recognize the diverse needs and abilities of students
in the class and provide differentiated reading materials and tasks. Offer a range of
reading levels, scaffolding for struggling readers, and extension activities for advanced
readers. This ensures all students are appropriately challenged and supported.

Reading aloud: Encourage students to read aloud, both individually and in groups.
This helps improve pronunciation, intonation, and overall oral fluency. It also provides
an opportunity for the teacher to assess students' reading comprehension and offer
feedback.
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Content-based reading: Integrate reading materials related to other subjects, such
as science, history, or current events, into the EFL curriculum. This exposes students
to cross-curricular content and expands their knowledge in various domains while
developing reading skills.

Authentic assessment: Move beyond traditional comprehension questions and
design assessments that evaluate higher-order thinking skills. For instance, ask students
to analyze the author's perspective, make connections to personal experiences, or
evaluate the reliability of information in the text. This promotes critical thinking and
application of reading skills.

Digital resources: Utilize digital tools and online resources to enhance reading
instruction. This can include e-books, interactive reading platforms, online
comprehension quizzes, or educational websites that offer leveled reading materials.
These resources provide a dynamic and engaging learning environment.

Continuous exposure: Encourage students to engage with English reading
materials outside the classroom. Recommend books, websites, or apps that align with
their interests and language level. Encourage them to set reading goals and track their
progress. This fosters a habit of independent reading and strengthens reading skills over
time.

Authentic reading tasks: Provide students with authentic reading tasks that mirror
real-world situations. For example, have them read and interpret menus,
advertisements, signs, or travel brochures. This helps students connect reading to
practical, everyday contexts.

Reading response journals: Assign students to keep reading response journals
where they can reflect on their reading experiences, share their thoughts, ask questions,
and make connections to their own lives. This encourages metacognitive awareness
and fosters a deeper engagement with the text.

Literature circles: Organize literature circles where students read and discuss the
same book in small groups. Each group member takes on a different role, such as
discussion leader, summarizer, or connector. This promotes collaborative learning,
critical thinking, and a deeper understanding of the text.

Guided reading: Conduct guided reading sessions with small groups of students.
Select texts at their instructional level and provide support as they read, such as
clarifying vocabulary, asking comprehension questions, and modeling reading
strategies. This allows for targeted instruction and individualized support.

Reading aloud by the teacher: Read aloud to the class regularly, using engaging
and age-appropriate texts. This helps develop students' listening comprehension,
exposes them to fluent reading, and introduces them to different genres and writing
styles.

@ http://www.newjournal.org/ “4135) Buinyck scypnana Ne-43
Yacmov—3_ Anpenp —2024


http://www.newjournal.org/

\m‘““m CTaz, ‘
@ﬁ’! \ OBPA30OBAHHE HAYKA H HHHOBAI[HOHHBIE H/EH B MHPE NN
2181-3187

Reading comprehension strategies: Explicitly teach and model reading
comprehension strategies such as making predictions, visualizing, asking questions,
making inferences, and summarizing. Provide opportunities for guided practice and
gradually encourage students to apply these strategies independently.

Authentic assessment: Use a variety of assessment methods beyond traditional
quizzes, such as reading portfolios, projects, presentations, or creative responses. This
allows students to demonstrate their understanding in different ways and showcases
their overall development as readers.

Reading clubs: Establish reading clubs or book clubs where students can choose
books they are interested in and discuss them with their peers. This promotes a love for
reading, encourages independent reading habits, and provides a platform for sharing
recommendations and insights.

Remember that creating a positive and supportive reading culture in the classroom
Is crucial. Encourage students to share their reading experiences, recommend books to
their peers, and celebrate reading achievements. By implementing these strategies and
techniques, you can help foster a love for reading and develop strong reading skills in
your EFL students.
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