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Abstract: This article raises the topic about reformation of English government
and society in the works of Jonathan Swift called “The adventures of Gulliver”.
Through Gulliver's encounters with different civilizations, the story explores
individuality, cultural relativism, and what it means to be self-aware. In addition, it
involved some shortcomings of society which was illustrated by satire.
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AHHoTamus: B nanHOM cTaTbe moOmHHMMaeTcs Tema pedopMHpOBaHUS
aHTJIMHACKOTO0 TOCyAapcTBa W oOmectBa B TBopuecTBe JkoHatana Caudra
«IIpuxmouenus [I'ymumsepa». Yepes Berpeun ['yimmBepa ¢ pasiau4HbIMU
MUBUIX3AUAMUA UCTOPHUA UCCIICAYCT HHINBHUAYAJIbHOCTD, KyanypHBIfI PCIATHBU3M U
TO, YTO 3HAYUT OCO3HABAaTb ceOsl. KpOMe TOro, p€ub Ijia 0 HCKOTOPBIX HEAOCTATKAX
O0IIECTBA, YTO WLTIOCTPUPOBAIIOCH CATUPOH.

KarwueBbie cioBa: J[xonatan Ceudt, npuxiaoueHus [ymmuBepa, cartupa,
OOLIECTBO, MPABUTEIBCTBO, MPOCBEUIEHUE, MYTEIIECTBUS, JWIMAIYTHI M BOIPOC
HNCTHUHEI.

Izoh: Ushbu magola Jonatan Sviftning "Gulliverning sarguzashtlari" nomli
asarlarida ingliz hukumati va jamiyatini isloh gilish mavzusini ko'taradi. Gulliverning
turli tsivilizatsiyalar bilan uchrashishi orgali hikoya individuallik, madaniy relativizm
va 0'z-0'zini anglash nimani anglatishini o'rganadi. Bundan tashqgari, u satira bilan
tasvirlangan jamiyatdagi ba'zi kamchiliklarni o'z ichiga oladi.

Kalit so'zlar: Jonatan Svift, Gulliverning sarguzashtlari, satira, jamiyat, hukumat,
ma'rifat, sayohat, Liliputlar va hagigat savoli.

Introduction:
Jonathan Swift was an Anglo-Irish satirist, author, essayist, political pamphleteer,
Is remembered for works such as A Tale of a Tub (1704), An Argument Against
Abolishing  Christianity (1712), Gulliver's  Travels (1726), and A  Modest
Proposal (1729). His deadpan, ironic writing style, particularly in A Modest Proposal,
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has led to such satire being subsequently termed "Swiftian". Several authors have paid
attention to Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels" by either writing about it, referencing
it in their own works, or analyzing its themes and meanings. For example, George
Orwell, the author of "1984" and "Animal Farm," had high praise for Jonathan Swift's
"Gulliver's Travels." Orwell considered the novel to be a masterpiece of satire and
social commentary.!

A very popular satire as well as one of the favorite children’s books, Gulliver’s
Travels, is widely taught in schools and colleges as a syllabus book across the globe.
“The Adventures of Gulliver” was first published in 1726 and hit the headlines at that
time for its biting satire and hidden attacks on the politicians, religious clergy, and a
plethora of travelogues appearing at that time. An also Jorge Luis Borges, the
renowned Argentine writer and critic, had a deep appreciation for Jonathan Swift's
"Gulliver's Travels." Borges praised the novel for its imaginative and satirical portrayal
of human nature and society?.

The book has achieved the status of the classics of the English language, has
impacted the world, specifically the children. The story starts with the self-revelatory
letter of Lemuel Gulliver, an English surgeon, who takes to navigate seas to lift his
spirits after a business failure. However, the story goes in a linear fashion in that he
goes from one place to another and narrates important happenings in an
Impassioned tone.

The main idea behind “Gulliver's Travels” is to persuade the British to reform
their society.

Using his reliable narrator, Gulliver, Swift presents through his own eyes a series
of comically brutal and absurd fictional cultures. It is not surprising that the beliefs and
practices of these societies are similar, if exaggerated, to the general beliefs and
practices in Britain. Swift's point is to satirize the brutality and irrationality of Britain
at the time. For example, the Lilliputians Gulliver meets are small and beautiful, but
small and cruel, while the Brobdingnags are huge and ugly to Gulliver, but kind and
humane. Here, Swift satirizes the tendency to attribute positive moral qualities to
people who are beautiful on the outside and condemns the ugly rather than seeing their
hearts. One of the key themes in "Gulliver's Travels" is the corruption and
incompetence of government officials. Swift uses the fictional lands that Gulliver visits
to highlight the flaws and absurdities of government systems, showing how those in
power often prioritize their own interests over the well-being of their citizens. Swift
also criticizes societal norms and practices, such as the treatment of women, class
inequality, and religious intolerance. Through his sharp wit and keen observations, he
calls attention to the injustices and hypocrisies present in society at the time. Overall,

1 An examination of “Gulliver’s Travels” critical essay by George Orwell (1946).
2 Jorge Luis Borges “The Congress” (1971).
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Swift's works advocate for reform in both government and society, urging readers to
question authority and strive for a more just and equitable world. His powerful satires
continue to be relevant today as they shed light on timeless issues that still plague
modern societies. Additionally, J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of "The Lord of the Rings"
trilogy, praised Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels" for its satirical wit and
imaginative storytelling. He admired Swift's skill in creating a fantastical world that
was both entertaining and thought-provoking.®

Kurt Vonnegut, on the other hand, criticized "Gulliver's Travels" for its dark and
cynical view of humanity.  Vonnegut felt that Swift's portrayal of human nature as
corrupt and depraved was overly pessimistic and lacked empathy for the human
condition.

Overall, both Tolkien and Vonnegut recognized the literary importance of
"Gulliver's Travels" but had differing opinions on its themes and messages.

In "Gulliver's Travels" by Jonathan Swift, there are several examples of the
reformation of government that Gulliver encounters during his travels to different
lands. Some examples include:

1. In Lilliput, Gulliver witnesses the political intrigue and corruption within the
government, as well as the absurdity of their laws and customs. This leads him to reflect
on the flaws of his own society.

2. In Brobdingnag, Gulliver encounters a utopian society where the government
Is based on reason and benevolence. The king rules with wisdom and compassion, and
there is no room for corruption or injustice.

3. In Laputa, Gulliver encounters a society governed by intellectuals who are
detached from reality and have no concern for the well-being of their subjects. The
government's focus on abstract knowledge leads to neglect of practical matters.

4. In Houyhnhnmland, Gulliver encounters a society governed by rational horses
(Yahoos) who value reason and virtue above all else. The government is based on strict
moral principles and adherence to natural law.

These examples in "Gulliver's Travels" serve as a critique of contemporary
European governments and societies, highlighting their flaws and offering alternative
models for reform.

In conclusion, "Gulliver's Travels” by Jonathan Swift is a satirical masterpiece
that critiques various aspects of society and human nature through the lens of
fantastical voyages. Through the character of Lemuel Gulliver, Swift explores themes
such as political corruption, hypocrisy, and the folly of humanity. The novel remains
relevant today for its sharp wit, clever satire, and thought-provoking commentary on
human behavior. Overall, "Gulliver's Travels" is a timeless classic that continues to

3 J.R.R.Tolkein “The Lord of the Ring” (1955).
“Thomas F. Marvin's 2002 book Kurt Vonnegut: A Critical Companion
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captivate readers with its insight and humor. In addition, every bad vice destroys
spirituality. Through this work, the writer encourages people to avoid such bad
situations and fight with them. If the government changes the reforms for the better
ways, it will benefit the state and every citizen. In particular, enlightened people will
increase and they bring great benefits to society.

References:

1. Fox, Christopher, ed. (2003). The Cambridge Companion to Jonathan Swift.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. ISBN 978-0-521-00283-7.

2. “Gulliver's Travels’ ‘nonsense’ language is based on Hebrew, claims scholar” by
Alison Flood, The Guardian, 17 August 2015.

3. Jonathan Swift at the Eighteenth-Century Poetry Archive (ECPA)

4. Jonathan Swift: the Leslie Stephen lecture delivered before the University of
Cambridge on 26 May 1917. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

5. Lilliput and Blefuscu, two island nations in Jonathan Swift's novel Gulliver's
Travels (1726, amended 1735).

6. Swift: The Man, His Works, and the Age. Vol. Ill: Dean Swift. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press.

7. The Closing Years of Dean Swift's Life. Dublin: Hodges and Smith. OL
23288983M.

8. Terrace, Vincent (1976). The Complete Encyclopedia of Television Programs
1947-1976 (Vol. 1). South Brunswick and New York: A.S. Barnes and
Company. ISBN 0-498-01561-0.

9. "The Adventures of Gulliver". TV.com. Archived from the original on 1 December
2013.

10. Woolery, George W. (1983). Children's Television: The First Thirty-Five  Years,
1946-1981. Scarecrow Press. pp. 8-9. ISBN 0-8108-1557-5. Retrieved 14
March 2020.

ghttp://www.newiournal.orq/ <187V Buvinyck scypnana Ne-44

Yacmv—8 _Mai —2024


http://www.newjournal.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-521-00283-7
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/aug/17/gullivers-travels-nonsense-language-is-based-on-hebrew-claims-scholar
http://www.eighteenthcenturypoetry.org/authors/pers00148.shtml
http://www.eighteenthcenturypoetry.org/
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Jonathan_Swift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lilliput_and_Blefuscu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-498-01561-0
https://archive.today/20131201152723/http:/www.tv.com/shows/the-adventures-of-gulliver/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TV.com
http://www.tv.com/shows/the-adventures-of-gulliver/
https://archive.org/details/childrenstelevis0000wool/page/8/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/childrenstelevis0000wool/page/8/mode/2up
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8108-1557-5

