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Suffixes and prefixes, collectively known as affixes, are crucial elements in the 

morphology of the English language. They are used to modify the meanings of root 

words, thereby expanding vocabulary and enabling more precise expression. Prefixes 

are added to the beginning of a word to alter its meaning, while suffixes are appended 

to the end of a word to change its form or function. This article explores the roles of 

suffixes and prefixes, their educational importance, and how they can be effectively 

taught and learned. 

Research Design. This study employed a mixed-methods approach, combining 

quantitative and qualitative research methods. A pre-test/post-test design was used to 

measure the effectiveness of affix instruction on vocabulary acquisition. Additionally, 

interviews and classroom observations were conducted to gain insights into the 

teaching and learning processes. 

 Participants. The study involved 100 middle school students from diverse 

linguistic backgrounds. They were divided into a control group and an experimental 

group, with the latter receiving targeted instruction on prefixes and suffixes. 

 Procedure. The experimental group underwent a six-week instructional program 

focusing on common prefixes and suffixes. Lessons included interactive activities, 

games, and exercises designed to reinforce morphological awareness. The control 

group received standard vocabulary instruction without a specific focus on affixes. 

 Data Collection and Analysis. Pre-tests and post-tests were administered to both 

groups to assess vocabulary knowledge. Statistical analysis was conducted using SPSS 

software to compare the performance of the two groups. Qualitative data from 

interviews and observations were analyzed thematically. 
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Suffixes and prefixes are essential components in the English language, playing a 

critical role in word formation and meaning. Here's an overview to help you understand 

them better: 

 Prefixes 

Prefixes are groups of letters added to the beginning of a word to alter its meaning. 

Here are some common prefixes: 

1. Un-: Meaning "not" or "opposite of" (e.g., unhappy, unlock) 

2. Re-: Meaning "again" (e.g., redo, review) 

3. Pre-: Meaning "before" (e.g., predict, prepay) 

4. Dis-: Meaning "not" or "opposite of" (e.g., disagree, disappear) 

5. Mis-: Meaning "wrongly" (e.g., misunderstand, misplace) 

6. Sub-: Meaning "under" (e.g., submarine, subconscious) 

7. Inter-: Meaning "between" or "among" (e.g., international, interact) 

8. Trans-: Meaning "across" or "beyond" (e.g., transport, transatlantic) 

9. Over-: Meaning "excessively" or "above" (e.g., overconfident, overheat) 

10. Under-: Meaning "not enough" or "below" (e.g., underestimate, underground) 

 Suffixes 

Suffixes are groups of letters added to the end of a word to change its form or 

meaning. Here are some common suffixes: 

1. -able / -ible: Indicating "capable of" or "worthy of" (e.g., readable, visible) 

2. -ness: Denoting a state or quality (e.g., happiness, darkness) 

3. -ment: Denoting an action or resulting state (e.g., enjoyment, development) 

4. -tion / -sion: Indicating a state, condition, or action (e.g., action, vision) 

5. -er / -or: Indicating a person who performs an action (e.g., teacher, actor) 

6. -ly: Turning an adjective into an adverb (e.g., quickly, softly) 

7. -ful: Meaning "full of" (e.g., joyful, hopeful) 

8. -less: Meaning "without" (e.g., hopeless, fearless) 

9. -ing: Indicating an ongoing action or state (e.g., running, singing) 

10. -ed: Indicating a past action or state (e.g., walked, played) 

 Examples and Usage 

1. Unhappy: The prefix "un-" means "not," so unhappy means "not happy." 

2. Reread: The prefix "re-" means "again," so reread means "read again." 

3. Predict: The prefix "pre-" means "before," so predict means "to say before" or 

"to forecast." 

4. Disagree: The prefix "dis-" means "not," so disagree means "not agree." 

5. Understandable: The suffix "-able" means "capable of," so understandable 

means "capable of being understood." 

6. Darkness: The suffix "-ness" means "state of," so darkness means "state of 

being dark." 
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7. Enjoyment: The suffix "-ment" means "state" or "result," so enjoyment means 

"state of enjoying." 

8. Teacher: The suffix "-er" means "one who," so teacher means "one who 

teaches." 

9. Quickly: The suffix "-ly" turns an adjective into an adverb, so quickly means 

"in a quick manner." 

10. Joyful: The suffix "-ful" means "full of," so joyful means "full of joy." 

Understanding and recognizing these prefixes and suffixes can significantly 

expand your vocabulary and improve your comprehension and use of the English 

language. 

Implications for Language Learning. The findings underscore the importance of 

teaching prefixes and suffixes as part of vocabulary instruction. Students who 

understand affixes can decode and comprehend a wider range of words, enhancing their 

overall language proficiency. 

 Educational Practices. The success of the instructional program suggests that 

incorporating morphological awareness activities into the curriculum can be highly 

beneficial. Teachers should consider using interactive and engaging methods to teach 

affixes, as these have been shown to improve student outcomes. 

Conclusions 

This study confirms that targeted instruction on prefixes and suffixes can 

significantly enhance vocabulary acquisition and language comprehension among 

middle school students. By fostering morphological awareness, educators can help 

students become more adept at understanding and using complex words. 

Future research could explore the long-term effects of affix instruction on 

language proficiency and literacy development. Additionally, studies could investigate 

the effectiveness of different instructional methods across diverse educational contexts 

and age groups. Expanding this research to include digital tools and resources for 

teaching affixes could also provide valuable insights into modern educational practices. 

References 

1. Antonenko N.V. Semantic power-a kind of prefix pronunciations of the Berlucchi cores of 

water (re -, over -, under-prefixes based on modern English): Sciences. SPB., 2001 year.  

2. Belyaeva T.M. derivative Valence is the nature of the feel cores in the Inglis language. M.: 

High school, 1979.  

3. Petrochenkov A.V. English for business special purposes. English-Russian dictionary noah 

Business Dictionary. M.: Good book, 2007. SPB.: Litera, 2010. 64  

4. Economics. Tolkoviy slovar. URL: http:// dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/econ_dict/14998 (data 

Abra-tsheniya: 18.07.2013).  

5. Gazial H. Handbuch der Englischen Wortbildungslehre. Heidelberg, C. Winter, 1937.  

6. Kruisinga E. Present-Day English of a Handbook. P. II. English evidence and Syntax, 1932. 

Groningen : P. Naordhoff, 1932 

 

http://www.newjournal.org/

