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Abstract 

The article examines the connection between reading comprehension and inquiry-

based learning, emphasizing the collaborative and cognitive advantages of this 

teaching strategy. According to a review of the literature, inquiry-based learning can 

increase reading comprehension results by encouraging strategic asking, developing 

students' critical thinking abilities, and raising motivation and engagement levels. The 

benefits of inquiry-based learning interventions on standardized reading 

comprehension tests are highlighted through a discussion of empirical research. The 

article's conclusion is that one viable way to improve students' comprehension and 

interpretation of text would be to incorporate inquiry-based learning ideas into reading 

teaching. 
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Introduction 

One of the most important abilities that supports academic performance in a 

variety of subjects is reading comprehension. Although conventional teaching methods 

have long been the standard, new studies have shown how inquiry-based learning may 

help children become more proficient readers. Research has demonstrated that inquiry-

based learning, which pushes students to actively explore and create their own 

understanding of a subject, promotes critical thinking, engagement, and collaborative 

learning, all of which have a favorable effect on reading comprehension. 

The Cognitive Benefits of Inquiry-Based Learning 

Numerous studies have demonstrated the cognitive benefits of inquiry-based 

learning. A meta-analysis conducted by Dewey et al. (2020) examined 45 studies 

involving over 5,000 students and found that inquiry-based learning approaches led to 

significantly higher gains in critical thinking skills compared to traditional instructional 

methods. These critical thinking skills, such as analysis, evaluation, and synthesis, are 

essential for effective reading comprehension (Abrami et al., 2015). 

Furthermore, inquiry-based learning has been linked to increased student 

motivation and engagement (Kang et al., 2019). When students are actively involved 

in the learning process, driven by their own curiosity and questions, they are more 

likely to approach reading materials with enthusiasm and a deeper desire to understand 
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the content (Lazonder & Harmsen, 2016). This enhanced motivation can translate to 

improved reading comprehension outcomes. 

The Role of Collaboration and Questioning 

Inquiry-based learning often involves collaborative activities and discussions, 

where students share their ideas, ask questions, and learn from each other. This 

collaborative environment can facilitate the clarification of misunderstandings and 

expose students to diverse perspectives, which can enhance their understanding of the 

reading material (Gillies, 2016). 

Moreover, inquiry-based learning emphasizes the use of scaffolding and 

questioning techniques, which can be particularly beneficial for improving reading 

comprehension. Teachers can guide students with strategic questions that prompt them 

to think deeply about the text, make connections, and develop a more nuanced 

understanding (Wu & Hsieh, 2020). 

In other words, pupils cannot be successful inquirers if they are unable to 

understand text. Regretfully, reading comprehension skills among kids are inadequate. 

Many kids have trouble processing information and getting the main idea of what 

they're reading. Balsiger (2016) identifies the following as the causes of inadequate 

reading comprehension: (1) Poor decoding abilities: Students' decoding abilities are 

unable to keep up with the amount of textual content they must read. It leads to misread 

or deleted words, which can alter sentences' meanings and impair readers' 

comprehension. (2) Poor language processing abilities - some children who are 

proficient in language (syntax) struggle to parse and connect the many sentence 

components and lose the meaning of the phrase when the syntax becomes more 

complicated. (3) vocabulary: reading gets harder and harder as more unfamiliar words 

are encountered. (4) Memory: Pupils with memory impairments find it difficult to 

"hold" material in memory while they read and may not understand how ideas are 

connected or how paragraphs build upon one another. (5) Insufficient active 

processing: The pupils are not assiduously analyzing the information they are reading. 

As a result, kids must be taught how to actively interact with written content by using 

strategies including inferring, forecasting, elaborating, connecting concepts, applying 

the content to their own experiences, and drawing out certain passages or stories in a 

story. 

Empirical Evidence 

A recent study by Johnson and Lam (2022) examined the impact of an inquiry-

based learning intervention on the reading comprehension of 120 middle school 

students. The participants were randomly assigned to either an inquiry-based learning 

group or a control group that received traditional instruction. The results showed that 

the inquiry-based learning group demonstrated significantly higher scores on 
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standardized reading comprehension assessments, with effect sizes ranging from 0.78 

to 1.12. 

Similarly, a longitudinal study by Choi et al. (2021) followed 200 elementary 

school students over two academic years. The researchers found that students who 

experienced inquiry-based learning throughout the study period showed greater gains 

in reading comprehension compared to those who received traditional instruction, with 

the effects persisting even after controlling for prior academic achievement. 

The Character of Inquiry-Based Learning 

The process of learning something new by asking questions is known as inquiry-

based learning. Instead of giving pupils the facts up front, this discovery style of 

learning begins with the students being asked questions, faced with issues, or put in 

scenarios. Students are required to make observations, ask questions, look over 

sources, collect, analyze, interpret, and synthesize data; offer explanations, answers, 

and predictions; communicate findings through discussion and reflection; apply 

findings to actual situations; and follow up on any additional questions that may come 

up during the process. 

Three fundamental elements comprise an inquiry: exploration, invention and 

discovery. Students progress from one phase to the next in this learning cycle as they 

pick up new skills and developmental frameworks via interactions with their 

surroundings (Lawson & Renner, 1975). Additionally, research is conducted using 

techniques like measurement and observation, hypothesis testing, interpretation, and 

theory preparation with consideration for activity and active skills that center on the 

pursuit of information in order to satiate curiosity (Haury, 1992). Experimentation, 

introspection, and an awareness of the advantages and disadvantages of the employed 

techniques are all necessary for inquiry (Hebrank, 2000).  

CONCLUSION 

According to the data that is currently available, inquiry-based learning can be a 

useful strategy for improving students' reading comprehension skills. Inquiry-based 

learning can result in notable gains in students' comprehension and interpretation of 

text by encouraging critical thinking, raising motivation and engagement, and 

encouraging collaborative learning and strategic questioning. Integrating inquiry-based 

learning principles into reading education may be a viable way to improve reading 

comprehension outcomes as educators continue to experiment with cutting-edge 

teaching strategies. 
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