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Abstract: The Jigsaw method, a cooperative learning technique, has gained 

significant attention in the field of English Language Teaching (ELT) for its ability to 

foster active engagement, collaboration, and deeper understanding among students. 

This article explores the application of the Jigsaw method in ELT classrooms, 

highlighting its theoretical foundations, practical implementation, and empirical 

evidence of its efficacy. Through a review of relevant literature and case studies, the 

article provides insights into the benefits of the Jigsaw method in enhancing language 

proficiency, promoting critical thinking, and cultivating a positive learning 

environment. Detailed examples and recommendations are presented to guide ELT 

practitioners in effectively integrating the Jigsaw method into their instructional 

practices. 

Keywords: Jigsaw method, Cooperative learning, English Language Teaching 

(ELT), Active engagement, Collaborative learning, Language proficiency 

 

Introduction: The Jigsaw method, originally developed by Elliot Aronson in the 

1970s, is a cooperative learning technique that encourages students to actively 

participate in their own learning process (Aronson et al. 1978). In the context of ELT, 

the Jigsaw method has gained significant attention due to its potential to enhance 

language skills, foster collaborative learning, and promote student engagement (Liao; 

Şahin). 

The Jigsaw method involves dividing a task or a learning material into several 

interdependent parts, and then assigning each student in a group to become an "expert" 

on one of the parts. Students first work in their "expert" groups to master their assigned 

section, and then return to their original groups to share their expertise with their 

teammates. This structure promotes both individual accountability and group 

interdependence, as students rely on one another to complete the overall task (Aronson 

and Patnoe). 

Theoretical Foundations: The Jigsaw method is grounded in the principles of 

cooperative learning and social constructivism. Cooperative learning emphasizes the 

importance of structured group interactions, where students work together to achieve 

a common goal (Johnson and Johnson). This aligns with the Jigsaw method's focus 
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on shared responsibility and interdependence. Social constructivism, on the other 

hand, posits that knowledge is constructed through social interactions and the 

exchange of ideas (Vygotsky). 

Practical Implementation: 

Implementing the Jigsaw method in the ELT classroom typically involves the 

following steps: 

Preparation: The teacher divides the learning material or task into manageable 

sections and prepares the necessary resources. 

Expert groups: Students are assigned to "expert" groups, where they focus on 

mastering their assigned section of the material. 

Jigsaw groups: After the expert group work, students are reorganized into 

"jigsaw" groups, where each member becomes an "expert" on a different aspect of the 

material. 

Sharing and discussion: In the jigsaw groups, students take turns presenting their 

expertise and engaging in discussions to collectively understand the entire topic. 

Assessment: The teacher assesses the students' understanding and learning 

through various methods, such as individual or group presentations, written 

assignments, or quizzes. 

Examples and Case Studies: 

The Jigsaw method has been successfully implemented in various ELT contexts, 

demonstrating its effectiveness in enhancing language learning. 

In a case study conducted by Şahin in a Turkish high school, the Jigsaw method 

was used to teach reading comprehension. The results showed that students in the 

Jigsaw group outperformed their counterparts in the control group, indicating improved 

reading skills and comprehension (Şahin). 

Another study by Liao explored the application of the Jigsaw method in a 

university-level English course in Taiwan. The findings suggested that the Jigsaw 

method significantly improved students' English proficiency, fostered a positive 

learning environment, and promoted collaborative skills (Liao). 

Similarly, a study by Ghaith in a Lebanese university context found that the 

Jigsaw method led to higher levels of student achievement, enhanced self-esteem, and 

improved attitudes towards group work (Ghaith). 

These examples illustrate the versatility and effectiveness of the Jigsaw method 

in diverse ELT settings, highlighting its potential to enhance language learning 

outcomes and foster a collaborative, engaging classroom environment. 

Conclusion: 

The Jigsaw method has proven to be a valuable cooperative learning technique in the 

field of English Language Teaching. By encouraging active engagement, collaborative 

learning, and the sharing of expertise, the Jigsaw method can lead to improved 
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language proficiency, critical thinking skills, and a positive learning experience for 

students. ELT practitioners are encouraged to explore the implementation of the Jigsaw 

method in their classrooms and adapt it to their specific instructional goals and student 

needs. 
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