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Abstract: Electronic corpora have revolutionized linguistics, providing extensive
text collections for analysis. This article explores their value in linguistics, language
pedagogy, and literary studies. It examines whether corpus analysis enhances
interdisciplinarity in English Studies, bridging literature, linguistics, and pedagogy.
The study emphasizes the significance of corpora as a unifying tool for holistic English
study, promoting interdisciplinary collaboration. Corpus analysis reveals language
patterns and insights, complementing intuitive approaches. It contributes to advancing
our understanding of English and facilitates integrated research and education.
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Over the past four decades, electronic corpora, encompassing extensive
collections of written and spoken texts stored in computer databases, have become
indispensable tools in the field of linguistics. Linguists worldwide have increasingly
relied on corpora for language analysis and description, incorporating corpus-analytic
tools into their daily research routines. These resources provide objective insights into
language patterns, collocations, and word frequencies, liberating scholars from the
limitations of intuition and speculation as primary sources of data.

In our work we aim to demonstrate the immense value of corpora and corpus-
analytic tools not only in linguistics but also in language pedagogy and literary studies.
By exploring the fundamental techniques of corpus analysis, we can uncover unique
perspectives on language and literature that may elude traditional intuitive approaches
(Scott, 2012). Consequently, we pose the question: “Can corpus analysis enhance
interdisciplinarity within English Studies?” In other words, we seek to determine
whether corpora can contribute to bridging the gap between literature, linguistics, and
pedagogy — a challenge that has historically kept these three branches isolated in both
research and teaching.

The objective of this investigation is not only to introduce non-corpuslinguists to
novel ways of textual analysis but also to emphasize the significance of corpus-based
approaches from a student's perspective. As the editors of this volume astutely observe,
educators and researchers in English linguistics, didactics, and literary and cultural
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studies often struggle to elucidate the common ground shared by these disciplines
(Leech, 1992). Consequently, students are left grappling to discern the intricate, albeit
concealed, relationships among these interconnected fields. This paper argues that
leveraging the benefits of corpus analysis across these disparate branches can serve as
a vital step towards their reconciliation, positioning corpora as a unifying tool for the
holistic study of English.

By promoting interdisciplinary collaboration and illuminating shared research
avenues, corpora and their associated methodologies emerge as potent catalysts for
advancing our understanding of the English language as a whole. Through their
extensive utilization, we can foster a comprehensive framework that bridges the gaps
between linguistics, language pedagogy, and literary studies, enriching the field of
English Studies and facilitating a more integrated approach to research and education.

In the realm of linguistics, a corpus serves as a computerized collection of texts,
providing researchers with a wealth of data for analysis. However, the true value of a
corpus lies in its accessibility through concordance programs, specialized software
packages that enable various functions to scrutinize text collections. These programs,
particularly their concordance function, allow linguists to delve into the intricacies of
language patterns, matches, frequencies, and calculations (Hunston & Francis, 2000).

One fundamental task facilitated by corpus analysis software, such as WordSmith
Tools, is the dissection of a text to generate a wordlist, which can be seen as a radical
transformation of the original text (Mahlberg et.al., 2016). Analyzing this wordlist
presents two options: manual examination, scrolling through the list to identify
common or distinctive content words (e.g., houns, verbs, adjectives) that reveal unique
aspects of the underlying text, or comparing the specialized wordlist to a reference
corpus — a larger, more representative collection of written English. WordSmith Tools
offers a ‘compare 2 wordlists’ command within the WordList tool, providing a list of
keywords from the smaller corpus ranked by their significance compared to the
reference corpus.

To move beyond word frequency analysis and gain insights into word distribution,
the “dispersion plot’ function in WordSmith Tools, similar to the “distribution of hits’
function in MonoConc Pro, can be employed. This visualization tool showcases how a
selected item is dispersed throughout the text, offering a contextualized understanding
of its occurrence.

The pinnacle of corpus linguistic analysis lies in the concordance, where words
of interest are examined in their original contextual settings. The concordance provides
a simple way of placing each word back in its original context, so that the details of its
use and behavior can be properly examined. Concordance programs often allow for
sorting or rearranging the concordance lines based on specific criteria, facilitating a
comprehensive exploration of linguistic phenomena (Mahlberg et.al., 2016).
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In summary, the transformative power of corpus analysis involves counting and
listing words, tracking their distribution across texts, compiling and sorting
concordances, and investigating collocations and patterns, including the identification
of semantic prosodies. Through the utilization of software tools, linguists can unlock
new perspectives and unravel the intricate nature of language hidden within corpora.
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