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Abstract 

The acquisition and use of modal verbs in non-native English speakers' discourse 

represent a significant aspect of interlanguage pragmatics. This article delves into the 

exploration of how learners of English acquire and utilize modal verbs in their 

communicative interactions. By examining the challenges and strategies employed by 

English language learners in mastering modal verbs, this study aims to shed light on 

the role of interlanguage pragmatics in shaping learner discourse and enhancing 

language proficiency. 
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Introduction 

The use of modal verbs in learner discourse poses intriguing challenges and 

opportunities for English language learners. Modal verbs play a crucial role in 

expressing modality, politeness, and speaker stance in communicative interactions. 

However, for non-native English speakers, acquiring and mastering the appropriate use 

of modal verbs can be complex due to differences in pragmatic norms, cultural 

backgrounds, and language transfer effects. This article explores the interplay between 

modal verbs and interlanguage pragmatics, focusing on how English language learners 

navigate the nuances of modal verb usage in their discourse. 

` Exploring the intricacies of modal verbs in learner discourse unveils a diverse 

landscape of challenges and opportunities for English language learners. The 

multifaceted nature of modal verbs, encompassing expressions of modality, politeness, 

and speaker stance, presents a rich but complex domain for non-native speakers to 

navigate [3, 62]. Mastery of modal verbs often poses difficulties stemming from 

semantic intricacies, syntactic structures, and pragmatic implications unique to these 

linguistic markers. Learners grappling with the nuances of modal verbs such as 'can,' 

'may,' 'must,' and 'should' encounter hurdles in discerning when to apply each verb to 

convey varying degrees of possibility, necessity, obligation, or permission within 

contextually appropriate frameworks. 

Cultural disparities add another layer of complexity to the acquisition process, as 

pragmatic norms and communicative conventions tied to modal verb usage diverge 

across languages [2, 54]. Such differences can exacerbate challenges for English 
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language learners, potentially leading to misinterpretations or misapplications of modal 

verbs that compromise communicative clarity and effectiveness. Instances where 

learners overly generalize the use of 'can' to denote both ability and permission might 

result in pragmatic mishaps and miscommunications. Similarly, failing to employ 

modal verbs like 'might' or 'could' for tentativeness and politeness may inadvertently 

convey unintended directness or lack of hedging in learner speech. This conundrum 

underscores the importance of understanding the intricate relation between modal verbs 

and interlanguage pragmatics for learners striving to hone their communicative 

competence and fluency in diverse communicative contexts. 

Analyzing learner discourse offers valuable insights into the coping strategies 

employed by English language learners in their quest to grasp and wield modal verbs 

effectively [1, 76]. Contextual cues, input from native speakers, instructional feedback, 

and language learning resources form a mosaic of tools that learners use to refine their 

understanding and application of modal verbs. By engaging in practical exercises, role-

plays, and real-world interactions, learners gain hands-on experience in using modal 

verbs within authentic settings. These experiences not only sharpen their pragmatic 

acumen but also impart a nuanced comprehension of how modal verbs function within 

the fabric of discourse [4, 56]. 

The adroitness with which learners navigate the complexities of modal verbs 

sheds light on the pivotal role of interlanguage pragmatics in shaping language 

acquisition and proficiency. Challenges notwithstanding, learners' efforts to crack the 

modal verb enigma showcase a commendable blend of perseverance, adaptability, and 

strategic learning [5, 43]. Through a meticulous examination of learner discourse, 

educators, researchers, and language learners glean invaluable insights into the intricate 

dynamics of language acquisition, interlanguage development, and the pivotal role of 

modal verbs in mediating effective communicative exchanges. This deep dive into the 

intersection of modal verbs and interlanguage pragmatics underlines the significance 

of contextualizing language learning within a framework that accounts for pragmatic 

nuances, cultural variations, and communicative exigencies, thereby facilitating a more 

comprehensive and nuanced understanding of learner language development and 

communicative proficiency. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the acquisition and use of modal verbs in learner discourse reflect 

the intricate interplay between language proficiency, interlanguage pragmatics, and 

communicative competence. English language learners face challenges in mastering 

the appropriate use of modal verbs due to the complexities of modality, pragmatics, 

and cross-cultural communication norms. By analyzing learner discourse and 

exploring the strategies employed by learners to acquire and utilize modal verbs 

effectively, we gain insights into the role of interlanguage pragmatics in shaping 
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learner language development and enhancing communicative proficiency. 

Understanding the challenges and opportunities associated with modal verb usage in 

learner discourse is crucial for educators, researchers, and language learners to foster 

successful language acquisition and intercultural communication skills. 
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