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ABSTRACT 

Reading and writing largely depend upon the same skills. Spelling and singleword 

reading rely on the same underlying knowledge, and instruction and practice in one 

should aid the development of the other. For instance, the ability to link sounds together 

to construct words is reinforced when students read and write the same words. 

Furthermore, writing instruction improves reading comprehension and the teaching of 

writing skills — such as grammar and spelling lessons — reinforce reading skills. 

Research suggests that reading and writing skills are best developed when taught and 

practiced in conjunction.  

Keywords: Prediction, Cohesive devices, Expository Writing, Persuasive 

Writing, Intensive Reading.  

  

INTRODUCTION 

Reading extensively inside and outside classrooms helps to improve the learners' 

reading skills.When preparing a lesson plan, teachers need to think that learners want 

various skills at different ages and competency levels. Teachers should use learner-

related contexts whenever possible, as this will help them motivate students to read. 

Some of your learners have complained that reading is boring and they do not want to 

read the texts you have given them - what should you do? Choose the same types of 

texts that learners enjoy reading outside the classroom and design motivating pre-

reading and post-reading tasks to go with them. They would probably enjoy doing the 

reading task as they are acquainted with it already. After relieving their boredom, you 

could introduce academic reading comprehension, poetry or prose. Basically reading 

can be of two types: extensive and intensive, and the idea is to impart some skills 

needed for both. Teaching reading skills could be easy when taught with nuances and 

strategies with continuous practice. Reading skills become boring for many when they 

are not given the correct strategies. In a classroom structure, students use reading for 

different purposes; it may be instructions, to do lists, course books, blogs, websites, 

newspapers and magazines. Here the question is how to develop their reading skill in 

the above structure? There are six strategies to be taught to the students for enhancing 

their reading capabilities in different contexts. The below six techniques are step by 

step procedures essential for effective reading. [1]  
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METHODOLOGY 

Prediction. Prediction is a preparation task by guessing the genre of the text 

before reading it. Use titles, subtitles and pictures to find out what the text is broadly 

about (using also previous knowledge and experience). The teacher could set up 

preparation tasks by setting up general questions to get acquainted with the lesson or 

passage to be worked with.   

Skimming. Skimming is a fast reading process to get the general information of 

a passage. During skimming, ask your students to underline the nouns, starters and 

conjunctions in order to make it easy to pick out the general idea and concepts.  

Scanning. Scanning is done for grabbing the specific information of the passage. 

Here the students ought to be taught the nuances of picking up specific information to 

underline the text for picking up dates, years, names, important vocabulary etc. You 

read your marked highlights in the text to search for your answers. For example, If your 

learners are reading a museum website just in order to find out how much the entrance 

fee is, they could use this scanning strategy.  

Cohesive devices. Look for connectors and starters like 'on the other hand',' in 

spite' and 'even though', where the writer wants to take the text in a different direction.  

Guessing the meaning of vocabulary. Having read an article, your  

intermediate-level learners have found some words that they don’t understand. In 

this situation, ask learners to think about the linguistic context of each word. Ask them 

to use the words or vocabulary before and after the text to get clues about the meaning 

of new words.  

Intensive Reading. You take time to read a text carefully to find out the authors 

perpective, to search for abstract concepts, to find out hidden answers, and to 

synthesize the text as a whole. This type of reading comes easily after constant practice 

of all the above strategies put together.   

Developing Writing Skills. When you prepare writing activities, consider how 

to make them as meaningful as possible. You can do this by thinking about audience, 

context and purpose. This could be a task for young learners, such as writing a story, 

or for adult learners writing about their ambitions. Very often in the classroom, it’s 

easy to ask learners to do a task from the syllabus or course book without thinking 

about the above three. Try making it a regular feature of any writing task in future - 

that you identify context, purpose and audience before they begin the task. You could 

identify them all together, or learners could even decide themselves. Whichever way 

you try, it should make the writing more meaningful. [2]  

1. Writing can be fun - consider topics your learners enjoy.  

2. Writing sometimes needs a lot of planning, and sometimes none at all.  

3. Learners need opportunities to write freely without worrying about 

accuracy.  
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4. Writing can be varied - there are many different kinds of writing!  

 Generally to develop fluency in writing the writer has to concentrate and practice 

the various skills as follows;  

Planning ideas logically. Planning carefully helps learners arrange text in a 

logical sequence, that flows well and is easy to read. The beginning should feel like the 

start of a text that gets readers interested. Each ‘piece’ of text should lead naturally into 

the next one. And of course the end should feel like it finishes it all.  

Writing accurately. When writing is done concisely, it means the most effective 

words are being used. Writers often fill sentences with words that are poor choices and 

can be removed or replaced. By getting feedback, editing and revisiting their writing 

after a day or two, learners can develop skills to notice words that shouldn’t be in the 

text.  

Paragraphing. Using paragraphs effectively helps readers follow a piece of 

writing. In general, each paragraph should have its own idea. A big block of text 

without paragraphs can leave readers confused and annoyed. If sentences are thrown 

together without linking words or phrases, the paragraphs are difficult to read. As 

sentences need to be linked within paragraphs, paragraphs also need to be linked. When 

a reader moves from one paragraph to another, if the link is not obvious, words and 

phrases can be used to help with the transition.  

 Writing is one of English skills that should be mastered by the students. It belongs 

to productive skill in which ones are expected to communicate their ideas with others 

in a written form. It is suggested to create meaningful activities in order to engage 

students in the learning process. Writing is one of the most rewarding yet one of the 

most challenging skills for English Language learners. Why so? Because writing is an 

accuracy focused activity as well as an act of communication where one can practice 

their skills of using grammar, vocabulary and also put their ideas together in a coherent 

fashion. Through writing, students can express themselves. Writing involves 

processing, editing, and while writing, there is more time available to the students for 

thinking and accessing familiar language. Writing is a very important activity and set 

of skills to develop as part of your academic study.  

 Many teachers connect writing to speaking, suggesting that a written piece 

consolidates language used in class. And yet, writing which is properly integrated with 

other classroom activities can become great way of consolidating language acquired in 

class. Students can be motivated to write when topics are interesting and relevant to 

them and when teachers allow them some choice: this choice may be a choice of a topic 

or of how to present their topic or regarding how much they should write. Writing can 

be a nice way to engage and motivate our shyer and quieter students. That is why many 

think that it’s better to give the writing task in the classroom rather than giving it for 

homework, as when writing is done in class, teachers can guide their students through 
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the whole process. The teacher will be able to facilitate and fix so students can actually 

gain many things aside from the practice of writing itself.[3]  

The more practice students get, the more they will improve upon any skill, 

including writing. There are four main types of writing: narrative, expository, 

descriptive and persuasive. Each type of writing can be practiced using different and 

interesting ideas for activities.  

Narrative Writing. Narrative writing is about telling a story and is the type of 

writing most often involved in creative or literary works. To practice this type of 

writing, students need to tell a story using a beginning, middle and end. An amusing 

idea is to write a story imagining yourself as a pair of shoes. Before writing the actual 

story, students should create an outline of the plot and setting, and do brief character 

sketches. This helps to put the story together and can be a means to brainstorm ideas. 

Another idea is to write a narrative essay about the first day at the university.  

Expository Writing. A daily journal entry is a good way to practice expository 

writing. This type of writing is informative, so keeping a journal allows students to 

inform the teacher (or whoever reads the journal) of what is going on in their everyday 

lives and what is on their minds. This can be a cathartic exercise for students, even if 

this journal activity is kept personal. Organization is important for this type of writing, 

so another good activity is to get students to explain how to do a task, step-by-step, 

such as saving music on an MP3 player or building a bird feeder [3].  

Descriptive Writing. These activities should help the reader create a clear picture 

in his mind. Ask students to recreate a scene from their favourite vacations. Let the 

students know that not only should they describe what they see, but other sensory 

details, such as what they hear, smell, taste and touch, create a complete picture. 

Another writing idea — this one can be done in pairs — is to get a student to describe 

an object at home so another student can draw it. The better the description, the more 

accurate the drawing will be.  

Persuasive Writing. Pose a yes or no question and have students take a position 

on one side or the other. For example, should weekends be increased to three days 

instead of the current two days? Most students undoubtedly will say yes, but they 

should give good reasons to support their stance so that they can persuade the reader 

to formulate the same opinion. The best questions are relevant to the students. Another 

worthwhile activity is getting students to write a letter to their parents trying to get their 

permission for something Mom and Dad initially opposed.  

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion we can say, that learning to write in a foreign language is a 

demanding task that can easily leave students unmotivated. To combat this problem, 

teachers can apply their knowledge of current theories and methods to make writing 

instruction more successful. For example, familiarity with the process approach to 
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writing allows a teacher to help students recognize the steps they go through to create 

a written text, which should lead to less stressful and more motivated writing. 

Additionally, an understanding of how to apply the principles of project work to a 

writing task lets the teacher incorporate elements that are sure to stimulate students to 

express themselves on paper: a relevant topic and an authentic purpose for writing; 

collaboration with their peers; use of all four skills; and a variety of activities to gather 

information. The end result is motivated students who are pleased that they have 

created something that is useful and has meaning.  
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