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Abstract: In modern classrooms, authentic sources of target languages play
crucially important role to develop learners’ language competencies, in particular, their
listening skills. Hence, this article attempts to persuade foreign language teachers to
include authentic materials and tasks into language teaching process in order that
students will be able to use the language effectively inside and outside the classroom.
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INTRODUCTION

The English language, owing to globalization, has been acquired and spoken by a
myriad of people as a main communication tool around the globe. Obviously, it is
necessary that an interlocutor should comprehend the main idea of what a
communicator is trying to express and respond accordingly in order for an effective
communication. Furthermore, improving listening skill is also needed for the
comprehension of a variety of contents such as movies, songs, podcasts, and news
programs. Through listening to a wide range of materials in the original language, one
is capable of boosting vocabulary bank, speaking skills, and pronunciation
simultaneously. Listening input (receptive skill) can be a basis for the output in L2
(productive skills such as speaking and writing). Thus, language teachers should ensure
that second language learners/ foreign language learners (SLLs and FLLs) are exposed
to comprehensible input for producing their own speech in L2. It is strongly
recommended that more authentic sources should be brought to the classroom so that
learners can make good use of them to improve their language skills.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The term ‘authentic materials’ refers to original sources created by native speakers
of the language for non-native speakers of the language (Thanajaro, 2000). Thus far, a
number of studies have been carried out on SLA regarding the importance of authentic
materials in developing aural skills.

The research conducted by Herron & Seay (1991) concluded that with the usage
of grammar and pronunciation tasks, teachers cannot aid students in building real-life
communications which is considered the main purpose of second language acquisition.
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Authentic materials, on the other hand, including videos, radio podcasts and TV
programs present an opportunity for students to be involved with real-life listening
contexts. In addition, Rogers and Medley (1988) stated that providing that FLLS/SLLs
are acquiring the language for using it in real-life communications; they are required
to experience it as it is applied in real-life contexts. Internet is seen advantageous over
other authentic sources by Mallapiang (2014) due to its flexibility, continuous
updateability, and the ability to make lessons more interactive and stimulating. In this
case, students are more active and can do more interactive tasks.

METHODOLOGY AND RESULTS

In this part, previous related research is analyzed as to gain more insight into the
significance of incorporating authentic materials into teaching listening. The research
was conducted through quasi method involving tenth grade science program students.
In order to gain data, the instruments including MCQ and questionnaire were applied.
Participants from overall four classes were taught with Authentic Listening Materials
and Non-Authentic Listening Materials. For all the classes involved, the same
curriculum was utilized and their abilities were also similar.

The first tool MCQs were used to check students’ listening ability and the second
one (self-regulation questionnaire) was intended for discriminating students into
categories of students with high self-regulation and low self-regulation.

The results reveal that Authentic Listening Materials bring about the betterment
of students’ listening ability. The first possible reason for this is the entertainment and
real engagement into the learning process which they offer for the students. The second
one is the exposure to the authentic language. The students with high self-regulation,
in particular, showed better results because of their ability to continuously monitor their
aural skill.

CONCLUSION

In general, it can be said that authentic materials have a positive impact on
language learners’ development in terms of their listening ability in L2 and language
teachers are encouraged to involve their students not only with artificially created
textbooks but also authentic materials which give the opportunity to experience and
acquire real-life English outside the classroom.

REFERENCES
1. Mallapiang, Y. (2014). Using authentic material to improve the students’
listening skill. Exposure Journal. Vo.l 3 No. 2. Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/322067942_USING_AUTHENTIC_M
ATERIAL_TO_IMPROVE_THE_STUDENTS' LISTENING_SKILL
2. Putri, K., H., Ningsih, K. & Refnaldi (2018). The effect of authentic listening

http://www.newjournal.org/ Volume-28_Issue-3_May 2023



http://www.newjournal.org/

JOURNAL OF NEW CENTURY INNOVATIONS

materials and self-regulation toward students’ listening ability at tenth grade of
SMAN 1 VII KOTO Sungai Sariak. Advances in Social Science, Education and
Humanities Research. Vol. 301, 421-427. Retrieved from
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAMQw7AJahcK
EwjwvgS5v-r-
AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAQ&UrI=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlantis-
press.com%?2Farticle%2F55914531.pdf&psig=A0OvVaw16jjH8FVb6FIlyBOBkC
6LbU&uUst=1683799322742417

3. Thanajaro, M. (2000). Using authentic materials to develop listening
comprehension in the English as a second language classroom [Doctoral
dissertation, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University].
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAQQw7AJahcK
EwjAkleDxOr-
AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAG&uUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net
%2Fpublication%2F277752206_Using_Authentic_Materials_to_Develop_Liste
ning_Comprehension_in_the English_as a Second_Language Classroom&psi
g=AO0vVaw3_JumdWeK7kQSrcGOPk3dv&ust=1683800550492503

http://www.newjournal.org/ 143 Volume-28_Issue-3_May 2023



http://www.newjournal.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAMQw7AJahcKEwjwvqS5v-r-AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlantis-press.com%2Farticle%2F55914531.pdf&psig=AOvVaw16jjH8FVb6FIyBOBkC6LbU&ust=1683799322742417
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAMQw7AJahcKEwjwvqS5v-r-AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlantis-press.com%2Farticle%2F55914531.pdf&psig=AOvVaw16jjH8FVb6FIyBOBkC6LbU&ust=1683799322742417
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAMQw7AJahcKEwjwvqS5v-r-AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlantis-press.com%2Farticle%2F55914531.pdf&psig=AOvVaw16jjH8FVb6FIyBOBkC6LbU&ust=1683799322742417
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAMQw7AJahcKEwjwvqS5v-r-AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlantis-press.com%2Farticle%2F55914531.pdf&psig=AOvVaw16jjH8FVb6FIyBOBkC6LbU&ust=1683799322742417
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&cd=&ved=0CAMQw7AJahcKEwjwvqS5v-r-AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlantis-press.com%2Farticle%2F55914531.pdf&psig=AOvVaw16jjH8FVb6FIyBOBkC6LbU&ust=1683799322742417

